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 Whereas, Whatcom County has only one hospital, PeaceHealth St. Joseph Medical Center, 
 which is a hospital established by a Roman Catholic non-profit;  1 

 Whereas, the inves�ga�ons of the Sea�le Times, Public Broadcas�ng Service, and Washington 
 Post showed that The U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Ethical and Religious Direc�ves for Catholic Health 
 Care Services restrict such services as abor�on, birth control, steriliza�on and pa�ents’ rights 
 regarding end-of-life treatment;  2  3  4 

 Whereas, in 2022, the US Supreme Court decided that reproduc�ve rights can and shall be 
 infringed on a provider by provider basis, in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organiza�on;  5 

 Whereas, healthcare outcomes in Whatcom County reflect broader systemic issues where 
 profit-driven models have led to inadequate care and rising costs, dispropor�onately affec�ng 
 working-class residents; 

 Whereas, access to essen�al services such as reproduc�ve and gender-affirming care is 
 threatened; 

 Whereas, RCW Chapter 70.44 Public Health Districts provides for the ability to create a public 
 hospital district which could include a hospital or one or more clinics.  6 

 Whereas, Skagit County is served by Skagit Regional Health, which is managed by a public 
 hospital district voted on by the ci�zens.  7 

 Be it therefore resolved, WDSA supports the crea�on of a public hospital district in Whatcom 
 County that would enable the crea�on of a public hospital. 
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